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Peace

*Today's events show the huge demand thar exises for peace in Afghanistan. A window for peace has been
opened, through which the people of Afghanistan are making themselves heard.”

“On International Peace Day, on 21 September, hostilities were almost brought to a halt, including by the
Taliban, following an appeal by the United Nations. This allowed us to vaccinate 1.6 million children
against polio, a major achievement.”

*... There is no more noble cause than to work for peace. .. "We all know thatitis not the brutal sound of
weapons that will bring peace. It is ulimately only the quiet sound of dialogue that will bring peace. We
need a peace process that must be a process which includes all pares of Afghan society..."

"We must mobilize for peace. Last September, the UN organized a day of peace. It was marked across the
country - by hundred of events dedicated to peace and these events told us what the people want. ..

"Peace cannot be imposed from outside the country - it must be created from inside. .. It must be an

Afﬁfmn-mnd: and an Afghan-owned process. We can support you, your people and your leaders. I am
dedicated to giving that support. Anditis partof the UN's mandate. ..
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What are you doing for Peace?

T his year's Peace Day cam in Afghanistan promises to be the biggest
ever with the United Nations calling for a day of ceasefire and non-violence

The International Day of Peace has been widely celebrated for the last two
years with a huge campaign to maobilize people to call for peace under the
theme "What are you doing for Peace?”

On the 2008 Peace Day in Afghanistan the United Nations Department for
Safety and Security, which monitors security related incidents, recorded a 70
per cent reduction in violent incidents on the day itself,

A United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) statement
on the day noted: "Guns fell silent across many areas of Afghanistan on
Sunday as the tens of thousands of soldiers of the natonal and
international militaries, and the Taliban all stood down from offensive
military operations in support of the biggest International Peace Day effort
that Afghanistan has known."

In the statement the Special Representative of the UN
Secretary-General, Kai Eide described the response as
"remarkable" and u Afghans and their international
partners alike to join together in making enduring peace a
common goal.

"Today's events show the huge demand that exists for peace
in Afghanistan. A window for peace has been opened,
through which the people of Afghanistan are making
themselves heard,” he said.

Following Peace Day Mr Eide, in a regular briefing to the UN
Security Council on 14 October 2008, said: "On
International Peace Day, on 21 September, hostilities were
almost brought to a halt, including by the Taliban, following
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an appeal by the United Nations. This‘allowed us to vaccinate 1.6 million
children against polio, a major achievement. “2009 is widely seen as being
one of the most difficult vears for Afghanistan since the fall of the Taliban
in 2001 with a growing insurgency and the challenge of holding presidential
and provincial council elections on 20 August,

Visiting Afghanistan in January 2009 the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon said at a joint news conference with President Hamid Karzai: "This
year is going to be a very important and a crucial year for the Afghanistan
people and Government in many aspects, in addressing security challenges
and also establishing fuller democracy and development and prosperity
with the Afghanistan people.”

The Secretary-General expressed his determination to "see Mghﬂnistan
enjoy full democracy, full secunt} and full development,” s.ddmg that "it is
clear that Afghanistan will ::nntmu:: to face many challenges in 2009, but 1
think we can confront them."

The Peace Day campaign last year in Afghanistan was reinforced with
statements from President Karzai, the Commander of the NATO-led
International Security Assistance Foree and the Taliban.

President Karzai announced: "l advise all armed groups in Afghanistan
never to fire a single shot unless and until attacked and similarly want
foreign troops to act onitin respect of this august day.”

An ISAF statement read: "Following President Karzai's announcement that
in honour of the UNAMA Peace day, he has ordered the Afghan National
Army to refrain from offensive operations against insurgents, General
Dawid McKiernan, Commander ISAFE has also instructed all ISAF forces in
Afghanistan to do the same. ISAF is working in support of the Government
of Afghanistan under a United Nations mandate to help bring peace and
stability to Afghanistan and the Afghan people. In support of the UNAMA
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Peace day ISAF forces will not engage in offensive operations from
midnight on Saturday 20 Sept. until midnight on 21 Sept. 08."

And in a statement the Taliban said: "If the United States, NATO and their
allies are sincerely observing the Peace Day, and with no betrayal and trick
announce a day of truce, so the Islamic Emirate of ﬁfghanlsmu will order
its mujahideen to hold defensive positions on peace day.”

In Afghanistan for the 2009 Peace Day campaign, UNAMA is once again
asking all UN agencies, Non-Gov ernmental agencies, Government

departments, civil society, media outlets, the business
community, and the whole country to call for peace.

The aim is to get a series of events and activities up
and running across the country to mobilize the
momentum of everyone calling for peace,

In 2008 UN agencies were able to secure so-
called "Corridors of Peace” to allow polio
vaccinators and food delivery to some of
the most insecure parts of the country,

Afghanistan’s business community called
for peace with the slogan "With Peace we
can build the Afghan economy.”

Sports stars urged youngsters across the
country to join the peace campaign and
leading ﬂf‘ghan cartoonists painted specially
commissioned peace drawings, which were
released to the media in the last 21 days of the
campaign,

Launching the Internatonal Day of Peace text
messaging campaign in New York on 19 September 2008,

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon wrote in his text message: "On 21
September, the International Day of Peace, 1 call on world leaders and
peoples around the world to join forces against conflict, poverty and
hunger, and for all human rights for all."

In the last two years international attention for Afghanistan's Peace Day has
benefited from wisits to the country by filmmaker and founder of the
campaigning organization Peace One Day, Jeremy Gilley.

His film, "The Day after Peace", launched in 2008 at the
Cannes Film Festival and shown in Afghanistan last
year, charts Mr Gilley's efforts to secure 21
September as a UN recognized day of global
ceasefire and non-violence.

For the last two years Mr Gilley was

accompanied to Afghanistan by

Peace One Day Ambassador, actor
Jude Law.

Speaking at a news conference in
Kabul on 1 September 2008, in
the run up to Peace Day, Jude Law
said: “So finally our statement to
you is: ‘Please mark the day. The
need now is greater than ever
before.” If you did something last
year, doitagain.”

If you are learning about Peace Day on 21
September through this call to action, then
please think of a way of you can getinvolved, it
can be as simple as saying sorry. And make that
commitment.”
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This year Mr Gilley aims to have his film "The Day after Peace" screened in all 192 member
states of the United Nations on 21 September.

The International Day of Peace was established by the UN General Assembly in 1981 for
"commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace within and among all nations and
people.”

In 2001 a new resolution set 21 September as the exact date to observe the day.

The resolution declares "that the International Day of Peace shall henceforth be observed
as a day of global ceasefire and non-violence, an invitation to all nations and people to
honoura cessation of hostilities for the duration of the Day."

The resolution concludes by inviting "all Member States, organizations of the United
Nations system, regional and non-governmental organizations and individuals to
commemorate, in an appropriate manner, the International Day of Peace, including
through education and public awareness, and to cooperate with the United Natons in the
establishment of the global ceasefire.”

Afghan Updata
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By sending 63 peacekeeping and obsetver missions
to the world's trouble spots over the past 60 years,
the United Nations has been able to restore calm,
allowing many countries to recover from conflict.

There are now 17 peacekeeping operations around
the world, carried out by some 88,500 brave men
and women from 119 countries who po where
others can't orwon't go

Since the 1990s, many conflicts have been brought
to an end either through UN mediation or the action
of third parties acting wuh UN support.

The list includes El Salvador, Guatemala, lNamibia,
Cambodia, Mozambique, Afghanistan, Sierra
lieone, Burundi and the north-south conflictin the
Sudan.

Research credits UN peacemaking, peacckeeping
and conflict prevention activites as a major factor
behind a 40 percent decline in contlicr around the
world since the 1990s UN preventve diplomacy
and other forms of preventive action have defused
many potential conflicts.

In addinon, UN peace missions in the field address
post-conflict situations and carry out peacebuilding
MECASUTes.
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INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY BEGINNINGS...

The worldwide observation of a day dedicated to peace started almost three decades ago on 30 November 1981 when the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), through its Resolution 36/67, declared the observation of the third
Tuesday of September - the opening day of its regular sessions — as International Day of Peace.

Some two decades later, with its Resolution 55/14 dated 3 November 2000, the UN General Assembly reaffirmed the
contribution that International Day of Peace makes in strengthening the ideals of peace and alleviating tensions and the
causes of conflict,

And within a year on 7 September 2001, in its 111th plenary meeting, the UNGA released three peace doves. With its
Resolution 55/ 282, the United Nations:

(1) Decides that the International Day of Peace shall be observed on 21 September each year, "with this date to be
brought to the attention of all people for the celebration and observance of peace.”

(2) Declares that the International Day of Peace "shall henceforth be observed as a day of global ceasefire and non-
violence, an invitation to all nations and people to honour a cessation of hostilities for the duraton of the Day."

(3) Invites all Member States, organizations of the United Nations system, regional and non-governmental organizations

and individuals "to commemorate, in an appropriate manner, the International Day of Peace, including thmugh education
and public awareness, and to cooperate with the United Nations in the establishment of the gluba! ceasefire.”

By Aurora V. Alambra, UNAMA
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Scaling Afghanistan's highest peak in the name of peace

Amruddin fumbled with the zip of his jacket. His frozen fingers sdll
covered by two sets of gloves closed numbly around the neatly folded
flag. Beside him, Malang quickly grasped one corner of the flag to stop
the icy wind blowing it away from unfeeling fingers,

Photo: Jean Anneguin

Then in an explosion of colour, the black, red and green of Afghanistan
was unfurled above the cold white summit of Mount Noshaq. The two
climbers had just earned their place in history as the first of their
countrymen to stand on the 7492-metre summit of Afghanistan's
highest mountain,

But the expedition is about so much more than mountaineering. It is
about a small flame of hope that has been lit in the far north east of the
country, protected from the winds of war by the impregnable Hindu
Kush Mountains.

Four Afghan climbers had set off from the village of Qazi Deh in the
Wakhan Corridor carrying with them the dream of a better future. By
battling against deep snow and high winds, two of the climbers finally
reached the highest point in the country to light a beacon of peace for the
whole nation and the world to see.

Phiove: Dowid Janes

"We just want people to know there's more to Afghanistan than the
Taliban, opium and roadside bombs," said Amruddin, "We want
mountaineers to return to Afghanistan to expenence for themselves how
hospitable the Afghan people are.”

This historic feat took place in on 19 July which was also the bloodiest
month for fighting in Afghanistan,

6| Peace Day 2009 Mo, 21
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Afghanistan's population is estimated to be
around 33 million. According to the country's
Minister of the Interior, just 10,000-15,000 of
them are Taliban fighters - that's less than 0.05
per cent of the population. Yet this 0.05 per
cent of the population dominates most
people's consciousness and resources. The four
Afghan mountaineers represent the 99,95 per
cent of the population who are just trying to get
on with their lives and hoping for a better
future. To get their voices heard above the
apparent thirst for war, they literally had to
climb to the top of Afghanistan's highest
mountain.

“Life for people in the Wakhan is very hard,”
said Malang. "If more tourists come, then life
will get better. We hope that Afghans from all
over the country will start to climb and maybe
one day mountaineers will return to every part
of the Hindu Kush," he added.

“Afghanistan is covered in mountains and
mountaineering is a that all the Afghan
people could excel at," said Gorg Ali, another
of the four climbers.

“We'd like to see Pashtuns, Hazaras, Tajiks,
Uzbeks and Wakhi people climbing together in
joint expeditions as an act of friendship

amongst the Afghan people. We are Wakhi but
first we are Afghans.”

Butisn't the idea of tourism in Afghanistan just
wishful thinking? "It is very safe here," said

Afiat Khan, another of the climbers. He's a
former Mujahideen fighter who took up arms
to defend the Wakhan during the Taliban era.

“We have had many visitors coming to climb
and trek in the Wakhan. There are no problems
here," he added.

In fact, just a few days after returning from
Moshaq Gorg, Ali would lead an expedition for
the British trekking company Wild Frontiers
into the Little Pamir near the border with
China; while Afiat Khan led a French
expedition to Lake Zorkol.

Tourism may seem to be a frivolous activity in a
country riven by war but it serves a strategic
purpose. First, it challenges the world's
perception about Afghanistan. “When 1 told
people I was going to Afghanistan, they said 1
was crazy,” says French mountaineer Jean
Annequin.

“Everyone said 'It's too dangerous, you'll get
killed" but crossing the border between
Tajikistan and Afghanistan was like crossing the
border between France and Italy. It is like there
are two different countries —- the Wakhan is
definitely not the Afghanistan you see on the
news."

Secondly, this paradigm shift along with the
developing tourism infrastructure will provide
the business community with the facilities and
confidence to wvisit north east Afghanistan

which is rich in minerals, precious stones and
other natural resources.

At the moment, it is almost impossible for local
Afghan businessmen to develop the
distribution channels necessary for
international trading. Trekkers and
mountaineers are often well connected
professionals with high levels of disposable
income,

Photo: David Ir.l.l.l 1%
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Therefore, tourism offers both the opportunity
for direct sales to the international market and
the chance to build relationships that, with
some support, could develop into long-term
export opportunities.

“What the Afghan people need is jobs," said
Amruddin. "If people don't have jobs, they can
get angry and that's when trouble starts. For us
and for many of the other people living in the
mountains in Afghanistan, climbing and
trekking is the only chance we have for working,
s0 | encourage everyone I know to get into
these activities."

Mountaineering has provided a ray of hope to
the people of north east Afghanistan since
2003 when Carlo Alberto Pinelli organized the
Mountain Wilderness expedition to Noshaq
which he called "Oxus: Mountains for Peace,”

At the time, Carlo's modest objectives were to
show solidarity with the Afghan people who
had been so hospitable to him in the 1960's.
Then he'd made a number of first ascents in the
Hindu Kush and wanted to return Noshaq to a
pristine state by removing all the refuse left by
previous expeditions.

However, that expedition became the genus for
a programme of training Afghan mountaineers
and developing the tourism infrastructure
which has since culminated in two Afghans
climbing Noshaq, the country's highest

mountain,
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"We wanted to help the four climbers do
something that would be a source of pride and
hope for the whole country,” said Louis
Meunier who helped the Afghans organize the
expedition, "We had a dream to see an Afghan
reach the top of the highest peak and we have
achieved that. We hope this expedition will give
other Afghans the confidence to achieve their
own dreams.”

Prior to the expedition, Malang had said, "We
are doing this for the whole of Afghanistan, |
am very proud to have this opportunity and,
God willing, we will be successful and the
Afghan people and our government will be
proud too, Our dream is to see the Afghan flag
flying above Noshag, the highest mountain.”

Perhaps the greatest achievement of the
expedition was that in a year dominated by bad
news, four Afghans managed to give their
countrymen something to feel proud about and
to share with them the dream of peace and a
brighter future,

By David James

To find our more about mountaineering in the
"'.r';qrh.m Hindu Kush and Pamir mountains go
online: www.mountainunity.org and
www.noshag.com.




Reconciliation as the post-

“Reconciliation” is probably the most oft-repeated buzeword after "peace”
in the post-2001 Afghanistan. Ironically most actions have eluded
reconciliation - something agreed by a wide spectrum of Afghan society and
international actors alike,

Well into the eighth year since the fall of Taliban, there is a general
perception that reconciliation should be the backbone of the Afghan peace
process. As the country is gripped by election fever, reconciliation and peace
should be at the top of the national agenda following the 20 August
presidential and provincial council elections.

If a meaningful Afghan-led reconciliation starts post-elections then the
process also coincides with 2009 as the International Year of
Reconciliation. Expressing its steadfast determination to pursue
reconciliation processes, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution in
November 2006 deciding to proclaim 2009 as the International Year of
Reconciliation.

The 2006 UN resolution has also invited concerned governments and
international and non-governmental organizations to support
reconciliation processes "among affected and/or divided societes” and to
plan and implement adequate cultural, educational and social programmes
to promote the concept of reconciliation, including by holding conferences
and seminars and disseminating information about the issue.

The most senior United Nations official in Afghanistan, Kai Eide has
repeatedly made it clear to Afghans and to the international community that
though the elections have dominated the national agenda, the post- election
priority should be reconciliation and peace.

..When the elections are over, a process of peace and reconciliation must
|'JIL laced ar the top of our agenda," said Mr Eide on 18 June 2009, while
addressing a gathering of about 1,000 religious leaders, Members of
Parliament, tribal leaders, elders and intellectuals from across the country in

the ;‘Lfghan capital.

Peace Day 2

election national agenda

“We must mobilize for peace. Last September, the UN organized a day of
peace. It was marked across the country - by hundred of events dedicated to
peace. These events told us what the people want," he said.

Mr Eide in particular and the United Nations family as a whole has been an
ardent advocate of an all-inclusive peace process. "We need a peace
process,” said Mr Eide, who is also the head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). "That must be a process
which includes all parts of the Afghan society. 1f we want to unite this
country for peace, no part can be e::.-:luded from that process. If some are
excluded, the country will remain divided.

There is a wider understanding that this is the reason why the country hasn't
been able to unite in a true sense since the fall of the Taliban in 2001,

Since 2007, President Hamid Karzai has been calling for reconciliation with
moderate factions of the anti-government elements,

The website of the Parliament of Canada has quoted a poll conducted by
the Environics Group in 2007 that "a strong majority (74 per cent) of
Afghans nadonwide (and 85 per cent in Kandahar, the Taliban stronghold)
strongly or somewhat support negotiations between the government and
the Taliban." The website adds, "A majority of Afghans (54 per cent
nationally) would even support a 'coaliion government' with the Taliban.
According to these results, although most Afghans do not support the

-
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Taliban, they recognise that their political inclusion may be necessary for
peace.” -

It is as clear that the Taliban is just one of many anti-government elements
and the opposition doesn't just comprise homogenous groups. So, the UN
has maintained that when the reconciliation process begins afresh, it should
be all-inclusive.

An independent political analyst and author on Afghanistan, Thomas
Rutting has said in one of his latest publications that the UN could lead the
reconciliation efforts in the country. Howevet, the UN has made it clear that

the process should be Afghan-led.

“The best facilitator of 'talks' would be the UN in close cooperation with
either a group of its Islamic member states or in the shape of the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC)," said Rutting in his [E:»aper

Dimensions of the Afghan Insurgency: Causes, Actors and Aggmac es to
"Talks,' published by the Afghanistan Analysts Network in July 2009.

Rutting has said that this umbrella could initiate, first, an inclusive Afghan
pre-'talks' mechanism that both ensures a buy-in of all the relevant social

10 | Peace Day 2009 No. 21
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and political actors and estab ishes 'red lines' and criteria that should be
upheld in both 'talks' and reconciliation and secondly help to create neutral
Afghan and international bodies as arbitrators.

Before reconciliation at the national level begins, argues Rutting, there
needs to be reconciliation between the central government and many of its
local representatives on the one hand and the many alienated groups in the
local populations on the othert. "A 'talks' approach must be E:mbeched ina
broader 'reconciliation' strategy. A first step would be to differentiate
between short term 'talks' and long-term reconciliation."”

Although reconciliation efforts were made in the past, they were put on the
backburner. Many argue that real reconciliation efforts, together with
development and telief programmes, can turn the cutrent situation of
renewed violence and uncertainty around.

Rutting has argued that the kind of 'reconciliation' pursued up to date has
failed because of wrong assumptions. "Individual or groups of insurgents
were urged to join the existing government,” he says in the papet. gThjs
ignores the fact that the character of the regime itself is one reason for
many insurgents to take up arms."

By Tilak Pokharel, UNAMA
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