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- Japan Grants US$ 19.5 Million to Promote Literacy in Afghanistan

UNESCO and the Ministry of Education launch 2™ phase of the Programme for Enhancement
of Literacy in Afghanistan (ELA 2)

Kabul, 09 March 2010 - UNESCO will receive a grant of US$ 19.5 millifrom the Government of Japan for th¥ 2
phase of the Enhancement of Literacy in AfghanigiabA 2) programme. The ELA 2, to be jointly implented by
UNESCO and the Ministry of Education, will benedi?0,000 youth and adults, particularly women irarwillages in 15
provinces in Afghanistan.

The official signing ceremony was held in the Minjsof Education today, along with the Ambassadbdapan, Mr
Shigeyuki Hiroki, and the Director of UNESCO Katmffice, Mr Shigeru Aoyagi, in the presence of thigifan Minister
of Education, Mr Farooq Wardak. During the cereyndir Aoyagi expressed his deep appreciation ta@heernment of
Japan for its continuous support and the MinisfrfEducation for its strong initiatives in improvirgersistent illiteracy

problem in Afghanistan.
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Nearly three decades of conflict in Afghanistan énagsulted in (Ey), 019 o i jy

the emergence of an illiterate and non-professiaqyeaieration 343l ;s 33u ok, U;""“"i
who have had limited to no access to education. aAgsult, .., >
Afghanistan has one of the highest illiteracy rateshe world, "ru-w‘ 2,

with only 34% of the population being literate. particular, one ¥
of ten women in rural areas cannot read and weigen the
present context, equipping the population with isigft literacy
skills is essential to peaceful, democratic andadngble nation
building in Afghanistan.

The Afghan Ministry of Education developed the HNaél =
Education Strategic Plan (NESP), which is the maiistrategic | QN ;
plan for education and identifies literacy as ohisopriorities for Mr Shigeyuki Hiroki, Ambassador of Japan (left) and Mr.
the recovery and reconstruction of the country. c@otribute to Shigeru Aoyagi Director UNESCO Kabul (right) exchange
achieving the national literacy goals set fortlthiea NESP, the 1stm?n?§r§$e£gagw§£;§?;e)°f Mr. Farooq Wardak,

phase of ELA was launched in March 2008 througiaatgfrom '

the Government of Japan. The ELA 1 is currentlgrapng in 9 provinces of Afghanistan (Badakhslizaikh, Bamiyan,
Daikundy, Ghor, Nangarahar, Samangan, Paktika aadl&K), and will provide literacy education to 3@l youth and
adults during a period of three years. To dater@agpmately 92,000 people have participated in 9 thditeracy classes. In
addition, construction of Provincial/District Liy Centre (PLC/DLC), which aims at enhancing fastinal capacity of
Ministry of Education, particularly its DepartmenftLiteracy, was completed in 3 provinces.

In 2009, the Ministry of Education developed NESBAd the National Literacy Action Plan (NLAP) withe support from
UNESCO and other partners. While NESP Il aims noréase the literacy rate of the population agedritbover to 48%
(43% females and 54% males)’ through ‘providingrlicy courses for 3.6 million learners by 1393/204least 60% of
learners will be women)’, the NLAP provides the gmment, donors and all other literacy stakeholdeétls a common
vision, guiding principles and a sound nationahtsigy that lays out a general framework necessaryhie effective
implementation of literacy programmes and plansline with NESP 1l and NLAP, the"? phase of ELA (ELA 2) will
cover an additional 9 new provinces (Badghis, Harghazni, Khost, Kunar, Nimroz, Nooristan, Urozgerd Zabul) and
6 provinces from the®iphase, in which a further 300,000 youth and adulisparticipate in the literacy programme and
selected graduates will be trained in skills depaient.

Literacy is a fundamental human right and its dbotion towards social, economic and political Héne well
documented. Furthermore, empowering disadvantageg! through literacy will play a crucial role wilding peace in
Afghanistan. Through its 1st anddzphases, ELA will greatly contribute to buildinggoe in Afghanistan and ensuring
enhancement of individual life skills and commurdgvelopment throughout the country.

For further information please contact:

Mohammad Amin Sadiqi, Public Information Officerabul
a.sadigi@unesco.org

Tel: +93 (0) 799 125292
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