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A joint program by Radio Afghanistan and the United Nations

Salaam to all the listeners of the program Todays Afghanistan. We hope that you have faced success in the past week. I, Torpekae Amarkhel and Abdullah Ghorzang Alikhil, are here at your service.

Torpekae: By the coming of semi peace in Afghanistan, oue people are happy and have a special interest in their move towards their work and duty. Education can be named one of them.

Abdullah: Yes, From past till now, the significant changes that have been made, would be heard from the students of Zarghona and Mohammad Alam Faizad High school.

Torpekae: Sunam is one of the students of Zarghona High School who says she is happy with the studies.

Sunam: My name is Sunam and I am a student of grade 12 at Zarghona High School. I have come from Peshawar and I am very happy with my school. We had heard that the studies are not so good in schools here, but in our school the studies are very good. We are very happy with our teachers.

Torpekae: You mentioned that you came from Peshawar, Pakistan, and studied there as well. How do you differentiate the studies of Pakistan and Afghanistan and how much is the difference.

Sunam: Yes, in Peshawar we heard that the studies are not so good in Kabul, but it is not true. When I came here and saw the teachings of the teachers, I realized that the studies were very good and I am satisfied.

Torpekae: The studies that you did in Pakistan, do they differ with the ones in here?

Sunam: No. The 12th grade books don’t have any difference, but the lower grades are a bit different. 

Torpekae: And what do you want to become in the future?

Sunam: For the moment I don’t have permission from my family to study further but I would like to study law.

Torpekae: If you do not get permission from your family to study further, and since you have worked hard so far, will it not be disappointing to you? Will you as for your right to study further in a university and succeed in the future?

Sunam: Insha Allah yes. After I finish my high school I will ask for permission from my family to allow me to go to a university and complete my education. 

Torpekae: And those families that don’t allow their daughters to go for education. What message do you have for them?

Sunam:  My message is that education is a very good thing and it guides a misled person to the right path. I ask all the mothers and fathers who specifically don’t allow the girls who are at home to go to schools. But I would say that education is Farz (religious obligation) on all Muslim men and women and they should be allowed to go to school and learn something in order to serve their country.

Abdullah Alikhil: These were the words of a student Sunam from Zarghona High School.

Torpekae: Nadim is one of the students of Muhammad Alam Paezad High School. He says that there were problems before but now they are almost solved.

Nadeem: My name is Nadeem and I am a student of grade 8 (B) in Mohammad Alam Paezad High School. 

Torpekae: Very good Nadeem Jan. When you come to the school, how satisfied are you with your teachers and studies?

Nadeem: Yes, we are all satisfied with our teachers and studies. We had problems before, like books, tables and chairs, but now all the problems have been solved. 

Torpekae: How is the situation of your school now?

Nadeem: It’s very good. Our principal is a very active person and works hard.

Torpekae: Don’t you have any problem from your family’s side or from the 

school? 

Nadeem: No. Everybody supports and motivates us to study and serve our country.

Torpekae: Nadeem Jan what do you want to become in the future?

Nadeem: As my father was a doctor, so I want to replace him and become a doctor as well. My message to others is to allow their children to go to schools. Our country needs a lot of qualified people like engineers and doctors. They should allow their children to go to schools and serve their country.

Abdullah Alikhil: You were listening to Nadeem who is a student of Mohammad Alam Paezad High School.

Torpekae: Ustad Noorya is the head of the Religious Studies Department at Zarghona High School and compares the previous education system with now as this.

Noorya: My name is Noorya and my family name is Shujazada  Munir and I lead the Religious Studies Department at Zarghona High School.

Torpekae: What difference do you see from the past and the present?

Noorya: If we remember our own times, they are actually not comparable. There were a lot less students and there was extra time. Teachers had a house and food assistance was given from the government on which they could live their lives easily and the teachers were comfortable from every aspect. There was no war. For this reason, Afghanistan produced some of the best educated people in the society. And now we have very good teachers in international universities all over the world and other people use them. The improvements that have been done in regards to schools is that they have found shelter, chars and table and books. 

For the teachers, they have to teach from 26 to 28 years before retirement. So teachers cannot teach for more than 25 years and they get frustrated. A teacher should have at least 2 hours of break each day so that she or he can relieve stress so that she can teach calmly in the next class. 28 hours is very difficult for a teacher.  The number of students is very big for these teachers. If it’s not possible for them (The Ministry of Education) to change the timings because of the three times schooling in a day, at least they should reduce the number of students in one class. When the students are reduced, the teachers will automatically adjust themselves.

Abdullah Alikhil: Ustad Noorya is the head of the Department of Islamic Studies who talked about the problems of students.

Torpekae: Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay is the principle of Mohammad Alam Paezad High School, talks about the number of students in his school.

Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay: My name is Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay and I am the principal of Mohammd Alam Paezad High school.

Torpekae: Can you please tell me the number of students of your school?

Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay: At the moment we have 5000 students from grade 1 to grade 12 who are taught by 148 teachers. And these are in two shifts. Time one and time two. But unfortunately these two times are not normal because time three is given to Manuchehri High School. So for this reason our school has three times. 

Torpekae: How have you selected and categorized the teachers of your school?

Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay: For the moment we have two categories here. One is the associate degree graduate and the other is the university graduate. And we don’t have lower educated teachers then this. Even if you find any, they will be at the end of their 14th grade. For the moment, all our teachers are well qualified and teach according to their educational background. 

Torpekae: What incentives are given to the teachers from the government and are they satisfied with them?

Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay: It’s difficult for a person to be satisfied with everything but they have received land during the last year, and this year again we introduced some teachers to them and they received forms to be filled for lands and now their salaries are given according to the new reform. These are the incentives given to the teachers for the moment. 

Abdullah Alikhil: You are listening to Today’s Afghanistan program. This program is broadcasted for you by the cooperation of the United Nations and Radio Afghanistan.

Torpekae: What problems are faced by your school in regards to studies and teachers?

Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay: In regards to studies and teachers, we don’t have any problem. Almost 98 per cent of the problems have been solved. Teacher hiring is complete except for two teachers. One has left and the other one is sick and on leave. So their places are empty. We have sent a request to the Ministry but they have not sent any replacement teacher yet.

This big problem that we are facing at the moment is security. We are always busy with the security activities of our school so that we can provide a secure environment for our teachers. So we are unable to work on other activities. And we have requested the police department again and again to provide us with police security guards so that they can control the bullies or bad guys in community because they don’t have jobs and they move round the schools and take the ten or 20 AFs that the students have in their pockets from them. So we spend all our time looking for these guys. So if the Ministry of Education with the coordination of Ministry of Interior establishes security check points near the schools would be very useful and we would be able to achieve our objectives. i.e. education.

Torpekae: What difference do you see in the education system from the past till now?

Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay: Before there were very few teachers, schools did not have tables and chairs, books were not available according to the curriculum. Now it’s the situation is very good. The students are provided with chairs, they have shelter as well. Secondly, looking at the past, the teachers have improved and they have got more experience and their education level has gone up. So they are much better than before.

Abdullah Alikhil: These were the words of Alhaj Sardar Mohammad Baryalay, principal of Mohammd Alam Paezad High School, who talked about the facilities and shelter of his school.

Torpekae: Regarding the number of schools in Afghanistan and the capital, Mr. Gul Agha Ahmadi, media advisor for the Ministry of Education says…

Gul Agha Ahmadi: Bismillahe Al Rahmanerahim. In Kabul and other provinces, in 2011, there are about 14000 educational institutions and the students are around 8.3 million who are taught by 190,000 teachers. This year, 600,000 countrymen will receive literacy training in 26,000 training centers.

Torpekae: These statistics that you gave us are for the capital or outside as well. 

Gul Agha Ahmadi: No, this is for all the country. Capital and other provinces as well.

Torpekae: How many private schools exist besides the government schools?

Gul Agha Ahmadi: These statistics were all for the government schools. We have 14,000 schools. We have more than 400 private schools with more than 80,000 students.

Torpekae: Ahmadi Sahib, what difference do you see between the private and government schools?

Gul Agha Ahmadi: Private schools have their own characteristics and government schools have their own. Government schools give education to all Afghans for free according to the national law. The private schools give education in exchange for a fee but are established according to the Afghan educational law. But probably in some cases, the government schools are better than private schools and in some cases the private schools are better than the government schools in regards to foreign languages.

Torpekae: What challenges do you think the government and private schools face in these days?

Gul Agha Ahmadi: For the moment the biggest problem in other provinces for us is the security situation. Because at the moment there are around 450 schools closed because of security and some other reasons. The other problem is the standard of education. This year we have 190,000 teachers of whom only 30 per cent are professional teachers. We are combating these problems and the Ministry has made 42 teacher training institutions and 87 training centers all over the country so that the teachers can be trained well.  The other problem is the ration of schools for girls and boys because from 412 districts, 200 districts have classes only through the 9th grade for girls. And in 245 districts we don’t have professional training teachers. For this reason, from the 14000 institutions that we have in our country, only 50 per cent have proper education systems. And the other problem is the funds because the Ministry supports 67 per cent of all the civilian workers but they receive only 15 per cent of the total national budget.  

Abdullah Alikhil: Dear listeners, you were listening to Mr. Ahmadi who is the media advisor for the Ministry of Education and talked about the situation of education system in Afghanistan with us. Let us listen more from him about the quality of the teachers and other problem.

Gul Agha Ahmadi: The Ministry of Education has many ongoing programmes. One is the establishment of teacher training institutions. Besides this we have established fast training centres for teachers where 8,000 teachers will benefit from this. And for those teachers who go to far away provinces, especially female teachers will receive more incentives so that they can provide good education. And any other facility that can be provided by the ministry is done through the help of local people. The Ministry has started establishing rural schools so that people can benefit from the Ulemas and rural mosques. 

Torpekae: What was your main achievement this year in the Ministry of Education? 

Gul Agha Ahmadi: We have successfully started our activities this year and in the beginning of the year 20,000 teachers graduated from the teacher training institutes and they were provided with certificates in the presence of the President, Hamid Karzae. The biggest achievement that we had in the beginning of this year was that we became members of the fast education system which is called the FTI and after two years of continuous hard work we were able to achieve our goal. This membership was not that easy because the Ministry made long and short term plans and started implementing those plans and assured the international community that the Ministry has the ability to be a member of the FTI. And as I said before that the number of students has risen to 8.3 million this year, the number of teachers has grown to 190,000 and the number of schools has risen to 14,000. This is a big achievement for the Ministry of Education. And we have made building for more than 50 per cent of the schools and provided education to each and every corner of Afghanistan. 

Torpekae: What are your plans for the future? 

Gul Agha Ahmadi: As I said that we have a 5 years plan which will end in 2014 and we have a 10 years plan which will end in 2018. In 2018 the Ministry will be able to educate everybody who should go to school with the help of the Ulema and our countrymen. And then our education system will be in a normal situation. 

Abdullah Alikhil: Mr. Ahmadi is the advisor for the Ministry of Education who talked about the future plans and problem. 

Torpekae: Dear colleagues, as we discussed the situation of education in the capital, our colleague Mr. Poya from the city of Herat provided a report on the situation of education from Herat. Let’s listen to it together. 

Poya: The province of Herat which is in the west of the country has borders with Iran and Turkmenistan is one of the important provinces in which the Ministry of Education is looking forward to providing education to the rural areas of this province.  According to the statistics of the Provincial Department of Education in Herat in 2010, more than 620,000 students are receiving education. Almost 40 per cent of the students are girls and there are 729 schools in the province. Mr. Arwin Tahiri, caretaker of the Provincial Department of Education in Herat says, thousands of students enroll in the schools of Herat and these numbers were about 50,000 in the last year. 

Mr. Arwin Tahiri: We have a total of 627,291 students in our schools, of which 333,103 are boys and 294,178 are girls. 

Poya: One of the other strategic programs of the Afghan Government is the improvement of literacy levels in the rural areas and villages in their homes where people have different problems like long distances from schools or some family problems which don’t allow the females to study. These programs are implemented by the technical and financial assistance of the United Nations and hundreds of women are being benefited from this program. Mr. Tahiri talks about literacy training of women as such. 

Mr. Arwin Tahiri: Our other program is the literacy training, which is assisted by UNICEF and WFP. WFP provides food assistance to these women in exchange for their education and in the meanwhile, UNICEF is assisting the teachers in training and giving them incentives. 

Poya: Because of the increase in population, the demand for schools has increased in the province of Herat. A lot of students in different parts of the province study under tents and lack the facility of water and electricity. This has brought the opportunity for different departments of the United Nations to assist the government in strategy of the Ministry of Education in Afghanistan.  The caretaker of the Provincial Department of Education in Herat talks about the activities of different organizations of the United Nations including UNICEF,WHO and WFP.

Mr. Arwin Tahiri: In 2010, UNICEF had three projects and in this year it’s believed that they will have three projects again. They have helped us build schools. They have also helped in distributing stationery to the children from grade one to three and also provided books for the teachers from class one to six. UNICEF has also helped in providing tents and playgrounds for girls and also assisted them to participate in different conferences. UNICEF is one of the departments which has always helped the Ministry of Education. For the motivation of girls in schools, WFP has provided food assistance in eight districts of the province. Besides the biscuits that are provided to the students daily, five liters of oil is also provided on a monthly basis and the students from class one to nine are also provided with biscuits each day. 

Poya: Besides all the difficulties that the students face, they are very enthusiastic about their future. Wazir Ahmad is one of the students at Sultan High school in Herat.

Wazir Ahmad: All the subjects are good, especially biology and chemistry. Because biology tell you about the creation and chemistry tell you about the chemicals and their work. The laboratory has been established from the past two years. We go to the laboratory for one or two hours each week and work on the formulas practically that are taught to us by our teachers. 

Poya: What problems do you think should be solved? 

Wazir Ahmad: One of our problems is electricity because the weather is very hot here. We have fans here but no electricity and most of the students sitting at the back feel very hot. Another problem is water. Sometimes there is no water at all.

Poya: Abdul Aziz is one of the other students. Despite his young age, he is aware of the education system and talks about his future. 

Abdul Aziz: If I become an engineer, I will work for my country, till I am alive. 

Poya: How will you serve your country?

Abdul Aziz: When somebody wants to give a sketch of a house to another person, he should not charge him double and take the original money that he deserves. 

Poya: Educational personnel of the province of Herat talk about the Shuras that have been established to prevent insurgents from attacking the schools in Heart. In this regards, Tahiri, the caretaker of the Provincial Department of Education in Herat says…..

Mr. Arwin Tahiri: One of the biggest achievements that we had in 2010 in Herat was that we did not have any closed school. This doesn’t mean that all the provinces were secure but we were able to create Shuras in order to defend the schools from insurgents. We took formal letters from the people declaring that they will defend the schools.

Poya: Despite all the problems that the Ministry of Education is facing, the continues hard work of the Ministry, support from the local people, support from the international community, especially the United Nations, and increase in the number of students gives a hope that there will be a day in Afghanistan when nobody will be illiterate. 

Torpekae: You are listening to Afghanistan Imroz Program which is broadcasted by the help of Radio Afghanistan and the United Nations. We hope it was of interest to you.

Abdullah Alikhil: For the improvement of our programs, please be in touch. Our programs number is 0700299015 and our programs email address is Afghanistanemroz@gmail.com. Thank you very much and be happy. 
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