
PRESS RELEASE 

Viet Nam Hosts High-Level Forum to Promote Women’s Participation in United Nations 

Peacekeeping Operations 

Ha Noi, Viet Nam – 12 June 2025 – Today, the Ministry of Public Security of Viet Nam (MPS), in 

partnership with the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 

Women (UN Women), successfully convened an international forum under the theme: 

“Enhancing the Participation of Female Police Officers in United Nations Peacekeeping 

Operations –Global perspectives and Viet Nam’s Contribution.” 

The event marks a significant milestone affirming the strong commitment of the Ministry of 

Public Security of Viet Nam to promoting gender equality and empowering female police 

officers to play a more active role in global peacekeeping efforts. 

The Forum brought together more than 100 national and international participants, including 

high-ranking officials such as Senior Lieutenant General Le Quoc Hung, Deputy Minister of 

Public Security of Viet Nam; H.E Jean-Pierre Lacroix, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 

Peace Operations; Mr. Faisal Shahkar, United Nations Police Adviser and Director of the Police 

Division at the UN Department of Peace Operations. Representatives from relevant ministries, 

Vietnamese police peacekeepers, and embassies of Canada, the United Kingdom, Italy, Norway, 

Australia, Indonesia, the United States, among others, also participated. 

Viet Nam has actively deployed female police officers to United Nations peacekeeping missions, 

achieving a participation rate of over 30%—significantly surpassing the UN's minimum target of 

20%. This achievement has been recognized and commended by the international community. 

However, to ensure the sustainability, effectiveness, and long-term impact of such efforts, 

continued improvement of policy frameworks, expansion of international cooperation, and 

strengthened awareness across the police force on the role of women in peacekeeping are 

essential. 

In his opening remarks, Senior Lieutenant General Dr. Le Quoc Hung, Deputy Minister of Public 

Security, emphasized: “The Ministry of Public Security of Viet Nam has proactively implemented 

policies and strategies to increase the participation of female police officers in UN peacekeeping 

operations. This not only reflects Viet Nam’s international commitments but also demonstrates a 

modern, human-centered, and globally integrated approach to security.” 

United Nations Under-Secretary General for Peace Operations, Jean-Pierre Lacroix, expressed 

appreciation for Viet Nam’s steadfast support to peacekeeping operations, and for its 

commitment to achieve the goal of having more women in peacekeeping, particularly more 

female police officers. “There are several avenues to achieve that goal: first, by providing more 

training opportunities; second, by Member States nominating more female candidates including 



for leadership positions; and third, by creating work environments which are more welcoming 

for women. I look forward to continue strengthening the already excellent partnership with Viet 

Nam in all of these areas”. 

The forum featured in-depth discussions among experts and practitioners on issues including: 

the current status and challenges faced by female peacekeepers; UN policies and requirements 

on gender equality in peacekeeping; and experiences from other countries regarding the 

deployment of female police officers to peace operations. The event also highlighted current 

policy gaps and put forward concrete recommendations to enhance the role, representation, 

and quality of participation of female officers—including those from the Viet Nam People's 

Public Security Force—in UN peacekeeping operations. 

Speaking at the Forum, Ms. Angela Pratt, Acting United Nations Resident Coordinator in Viet 

Nam, stated: “Increasing women’s representation in peacekeeping is not only a matter of gender 

equality—it also improves the effectiveness of peace operations. Viet Nam is currently exceeding 

global benchmarks for the deployment of female police officers. We encourage Viet Nam to 

continue its efforts, particularly in advancing women’s leadership and ensuring their presence in 

key mission positions.” 

UN Women and the United Nations system in Viet Nam reaffirmed their commitment to 

supporting Viet Nam in its peacekeeping journey through technical assistance, capacity building, 

and resource mobilization—including connecting Viet Nam to funding mechanisms such as the 

Elsie Initiative Fund. 

The Forum also reinforces Viet Nam’s implementation of its first-ever National Action Plan on 

Women, Peace and Security (2024–2030), while contributing meaningfully to the global agenda 

under the United Nations Pact for the Future. The event concluded with a strong call for gender-

responsive leadership and coherent policies to advance gender equality in peace and security. 
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