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AZIZAH AZIZ1, School Teacher, Herat

“Sports in Afghanistan has grown day by day. Many people
nowadays exercise and enjoy playing sport. Even women go to the
gym now and it shows a very positive change. | am old now and
cannot exercise much, but | am fond of wrestling. | think the best
wrestler today is Hakimullah Hakimi, who has taken part in various
competitions in Afghanistan and abroad.”

DR. MOHAMMAD NAEEM AHMADZAI,
Director Of Paktya Awoosthon Civil Society, Gardez

“l like many sports, but my favorite one is Kyokushin or
karate. Mohammad ullah Sabiri is my favorite sportsman.
He has achieved at the national and international level
through meditation, discipline, and training. In March 2010,
Afghanistan obtained second position in the all-Asia Kyokushin-
kan Championships under his supervision in Malaysia.”

FARAH NAZ, STUDENT, Nangarhar

“| like the cricketer Raees Ahmadzai. He’s tall and
that helps him to be a better fielder. | like that
he’s always calm and never comes under pressure
and panic. We don’t see any difference in his
game whether he is playing inside Afghanistan or
abroad.”

4 Sheberghan
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NESAR AHMAD NASIR NIRU, Tv Presenter, Mazar-i-Sharif

“l admire Mazar’s taekwondo star Shafi Sarferaz. In person, I’m
told, he is a kind man, but tough like a rock in the ring. Taeckwando
practitioners are fit and skilled, but they use their skills in the
sport rather than to hurt people in real life. | wish this country
could have better facilities to help us to develop in sports and
health rather than drugs and war.”
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Beginning in 1953, the Afghan Government sponsored
a national tournament in Kabul on the birthday of King
Mohammed Zahir. At the initiative of then Prime Minister
Daoud, a new form of buzkashi was organized by the
Afghan National Olympic Committee: teams (10 or 12
on a side), uniforms (increasing over the years with the
growing number of northern provinces), boundaries
and demarcations (circles and flags whose successful
rounding with the carcass resulted in cumulative
points), and a rule book enforced by armed referees.
This new form was far easier for the sponsor to control.
Khans were ignominiously sidelined and players who
argued referee decisions were summarily jailed. While
still “just a game,” Government buzkashi how became
a form of theatre starring the head of state in the role
of national sponsor.

The annual Kabul tournament likewise figured in the
Government’s programme of nation-building and
centralization. Players who had never been south of
the mountains were drawn into a two-week festival:
stopping at provincial tea houses en route, gawking
wide-eyed at “the city of the king,” being shunted
around town by Western-dressed functionaries, and
returning to their northern hamlets with a keen sense
of government control.

That control was, of course, shattered after 1978,
but buzkashi survived all comers: the Soviets, the
mujahedeen (who loved it and had kept it going during
the jihad), and the Taliban (who at first banned the
game as sinful but were to some extent later seduced
by its sheer excitement).

In 2010 the same equestrian skills are still at work, and
so are the same political dynamics. Watch for both at
your next buzkashi. Who are the winning riders? Far
more important: whose horses are they riding? But most
important of all: who’s hosting the buzkashi, and how
well is he controlling it? These are the timeless issues
of Afghanistan’s own “great game.”

However time moves on. Winning riders once received |
cloaks, turbans, rifles, carpets, and even fine horses. By

the 1970s, most prizes took the form of cash: Afghanis.
Now, US dollars dominate, but not entirely. Televisions
and DVD players are awarded at Nowroz buzkashis in
Mazar-i-Sharif. At least one Afghan communications firm
has helped sponsor some Kabul games with cell phones
as prizes. One winning chapandaz of my acquaintance
couldn’t wait to get home. He tore open his prize,
configured the phone, and made his first call while still
on horseback.

The tradition of the national tournament, which was
three decades in the making, fell into abeyance in
the early 1980s. Successive Marxist regimes proved

incapable of controlling events outside Kabul. Provincial
teams went unrecruited as, overwhelmingly, the rural
buzkashi community supported and participated in the
anti-Soviet Resistance. Now, a generation later, the
current Government has other priorities.

And yet, despite its absence from the glory-days venue
of Ghazi Stadium, there are often Friday afternoon
games in Kabul during the winter season. Announced
by radio on Thursday evenings, these games take place
at various locales: the old Military Club behind ISAF
headquarters, an open field below the Bala Hissar, and
in the northern suburb of Qasabad. Some of the horse
owners, far from being old-style northern khans, are
modern big-city businessmen. Many of the Kabul riders
are new to buzkashi, but they learn fast. And visitors
are invariably welcome.

By Dr Whitney Azoy

Dr Whitney Azoy has been involved with Afghanistan
since 1971 as a field anthropologist, refugee relief
worker, reconstruction consultant, Pulitzer nominee
journalist, and National Geographic filmmaker,
among other roles. He most recently served in Kabul
as Centre Director and Senior Research Fellow at
the American Institute of Afghanistan Studies.
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A Buékashl Prlﬁvék

A ride through Afghanistan’s oldest sport

is now being used by the powerful for political gains.

Buzkashi (Persian for “goat grabbing”) ranks, arguably, as
the world’s wildest game. In recent decades, it has also
become Afghanistan’s signature sport: commemorated
on postage stamps, hotel tableaux, and Ariana Airlines’
ticket folders. One wall in the Ministry of Information
and Culture is devoted to portraits of the country’s
celebrated rulers, another to a vast mural of buzkashi.

Originating north of the Hindu Kush, buzkashi represents
the equestrian legacy of Turco-Mongol steppe nomads:
Turkmen, Uzbeks, Kazakhs, and Kirghiz. Settlement and
collectivization of these groups in the Soviet “stans”
reduced buzkashi to dull ceremony. And so, from the
1920s onwards, northern Afghanistan was the last home
of buzkashi as it had been played for centuries.

If you’re lucky and somewhere in northern Afghanistan
between November and March, you may stumble on - or
be trampled by - one of the old-style games. Traditional
buzkashi lacks teams, uniforms, boundaries, and
written rules. The aim is simple to describe but hard to
achieve: each rider strives to get the carcass - headless
and hoofless - off the ground and ride “free and clear”
of everyone else.

There may be hundreds of riders. The carcass may
weigh 40kg. Disputes are frequent: How free is “free”
and how clear is “clear”? And who’s to decide? Given
the game’s inherent violence, good-natured disputes
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can quickly escalate into bloody conflicts. Then the
true principals of buzkashi come head-to-head.

Buzkashi seems to foreground the specialist rider, called
the chapandaz who is recognizable by his fur helmet
or, sometimes by his leather Soviet tank headgear. In
fact, the key figures are older, more established men
called khans who own the horses, employ the riders,
and host the games. Khans are the big men of northern
Afghanistan, dominating real-world struggles over land,
water, livestock, business locations, and other scarce
resources.

Buzkashi - especially its disputes and conflicts - provides
these khans with an arena for demonstrating their
power. The khan who can host a problem-free buzkashi
- or can pacify a buzkashi that has collapsed into
violent conflict - gains prestige in the endless quest for
political reputation.

At first, the trip across the Hindu Kush to Kabul was made
by horseback and had all the qualities of an adventure
unto itself. The flavor of these early years - before the
Salang Pass tunnel was built - is marvelously preserved
in Joseph Kessel’s epic 1967 novel Les Chevaliers,
appearing in English a year later as The Horsemen. By
1971 Columbia Pictures released the movie version with
Omar Sharif.
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while Firdaws runs a car rental business. Everyday,
they meet at the NUD office inside the compound of
the Social, Martyrs and Disabled Affairs Department,
which also houses a school for orphans with about 740
students.

Masood Safi, a Director with NUD, says among 4,000
registered people with disabilities in Nangarhar, NUD
has already found jobs for about 500.

Safi, who also lost a leg, says people with disabilities
might have lost their legs or arms, but one thing they
have kept alive is their hope for their country and sports
is to be credited partly for generating this hope.

“Almost all of these men became disabled in the course
of the civil war, mostly during Najibullah’s time and
afterwards, during fighting between jihadi parties and,
even, some ex-Taliban have been registered with us,”
said Safi. About 5,500 people with disabilities from three
eastern provinces - Kunar (2,000) Laghman (2,000) and
Nuristan (1,500) - have been registered with NUD.

One man full of hope is 28-year-old Shafiqullah Samim,
who lost his left arm in a rocket attack in 1990 at
the age of nine, when he was on his way to school in
Jalalabad.

“Some people say | can’t do anything because | am a
disabled person. But | am showing them that | can do
everything,” said Samim, who claims to be a better
player than some members of Afghanistan’s strong
national cricket squad, adding that he sees Afghanistan’s
future in sports, not bullets.

=y

Recalling Afghanistan’s startling rise in world cricket,
the father of six says he is so passionate about cricket
that he wants to see himself on the sports field in some
capacity, even 20 years down the line.

“Sports promotes social cohesion and harmony,” said
Samim on a recent afternoon after playing football and
volleyball with his friends who also have disabilities.

The favourite pastime of these men is playing volleyball,
football and cricket. On an average, each one of them
spends three hours playing on the muddy ground of
their common compound everyday.

But why play sport? “Because it’s good for physical and
mental health and it prevents the youth from slipping
into addiction to (illicit) drugs and smoking,” reasoned
Samim, who also trains others in embroidery.

Hayat Khan, Sports Director of NUD in Jalalabad, is
so proud that his men with disabilities beat a team
comprising officials and staff of eight foreign embassies
and the Afghan Ministry of Defence in cricket last March
in Kabul.

Khan, 39, who, as a jihadi fighter, also lost his right
leg in a mine blast in 1988 while going to capture a
Government post in Chaprahar district in Nangarhar
province, said he spends most of his time organizing
sports teams and generating donations. “I also assign
teams to participate in competitions, mainly in Kabul,”
he said, adding that his team beat teams from Mazar-i-
Sharif, Logar and Kabul in volleyball last year.

“The main problem is that the Government is not
supporting us at all, apart from (an allowance of) Afs
600 (USS 12) a month provided to each disable person,”
said Khan.

Nadir Shah, 45, a sports hero of Afghanistan, who
cycled world-wide for one year and six days in 2002
and 2003 before reaching New York, says sports can
be extremely useful for the people with bitter pasts
and disabilities “because it helps reduce tension and
increases immunity against illnesses.”

By Tilak Pokharel and Shafiqullah Waak, UNAMA
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Afghamstan S hew battleﬁeld

How sports is bringing former enemies and the disabled together

Firdaws was an Afghan soldier during the Soviet-backed
Najeebullah presidency in the late 1980s while Malek
Ranga was a jihadi fighter and hence a sworn enemy of
the then Government.

Despite both being fellow Pashtuns from Afghanistan’s
Nangarhar province, they fought a war against each
other at the order of their commanders. End result:
Firdaws lost his left leg and Ranga his right leg.

On a recent spring afternoon, over two decades later,
and with artificial legs, they were still seen fighting
against each other. But they were not fighting to finish
the other off. Rather, this time, they were fighting for a
football, on a muddy and slippery ground in Jalalabad,
the capital of Nangarhar province

Two things that have now brought them together in
their 40s are their physical disabilities and sports.

“It keeps you physically and mentally fit and helps
develop a feeling of brotherhood among compatriots,”
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says Firdaws, adding that he wants to forget the past.

“l was in the front-line of fighting in Jalalabad when |
was struck by a mine,” he explains how he lost his leg.
Later, he got his left leg amputated, lost his army job
and started his own business.

Now a father of two sons and two daughters, Firdaws
says he developed interest towards sports after watching
Western television programmes that showed people
with disabilities playing. He says he also wrestles.

He is happy that he lost 15 kg of weight in the last three
months. He weighs 105 kg now.

Firdaws and Ranga are among 23 people with physical
disabilities, who visit the office of the National Union
of the Disabled (NUD) in Jalalabad everyday for mutual
support and recreation. Accommodation for 15 people
has been provided by the institution.

Ranga has found a job at the Social Affairs Department
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players traveling to Karachi. Of those 24 players, five
players are still key members of the national cricket
team: Nawruz Mangal (captain), Raees Ahmadzai,
Dawlat Ahmadzai, Mohammad Nabi, and Karim Sediq.

After the tournament in Pakistan, which Afghanistan
lost, they decided that Afghanistan should be a
cricketing nation. They started to cobble together an
Afghan Cricket Federation and a proper team. Although
facilities were still non-existent, Afghanistan was given
the opportunity to participate in the Asian Cricket
Council Trophy in Malaysia in 2004. In this tournament
the Afghans beat Bahrain. This was the first win that
Afghanistan cricket recorded.

“When we won that game against Bahrain we felt that
if this is possible, anything is possible and we felt that
with hard work we could achieve more. From that
point on we took cricket very seriously,” remembers
Ahmadzai.

Afghanistan rose through the International Cricket
Council (ICC) Divisions with lightning speed. In May
2008, the team traveled to the island of Jersey where
they participated in Division 5, the lowest division of
the competition. They won the first-place trophy in
that tournament and celebrated with the attan (the
national Afghan dance) on the pitch.

Five months later in October 2008, the team traveled
to Dares Salam in Tanzania and competed in the ICC
Division 4 tournament which they won. The Ministry of
Haj was proud of their success and the Afghan Cricket
team was awarded a trip to Haj in December 2008.

The team shortly then traveled in January 2009 for days
to reach Buenos Aires for the next tournament, but it
was well worth the journey as they left Argentina with
another first place trophy in hand, and the opportunity
to compete in the World Cup qualifying round in South
Africa in April 2009.

Afghanistan was the first team to rise through the ranks
from Division 5 to the World Cup qualifier in such a
short time. But then in South Africa, the dream for
the 2011 World Cup ended. Their performance early in
the competition wasn’t strong enough, although they
beat teams such as Scotland and Ireland in the early
stages. But their performance was good enough to gain
One-Day international status, and more importantly it
also meant that the team was given the opportunity to
qualify for the ICC World Twenty20 which took place in
February 2010.

This time the Afghans showed up and weren’t taking no

for an answer. Playing in Dubai Sport City, with 10,000
Afghan fans looking on, Afghanistan qualified and won
first place in the ICC World Twenty20 qualifier. It was a
salve for the wound of being denied a place at the ICC
World Cup 2011.

Their success in Dubai meant they were finally
competing in a world-class competition to be televised
world-wide. Their trip to the West Indies was, for many
in the team, a dream come true. Although both games
against India and South Africa ended in losses, the team
made their mark. Cricket journalists and commentators
praised the team for their efforts.

They are also keen to give something give back to
Afghanistan. Most of the team works with an NGO,
Afghan Youth Cricket Support Organization (AYCSO).
Working with the MCC and Afghan Connection, an NGO,
AYCSO holds cricket camps around the country for
young boys.

Captain Nawruz Mangal recently participated in a
camp in Khost. “Many youngsters want to play cricket
for Afghanistan and they want to become like the
national team players. When | recently did the camp in
Khost, we only had enough funding for 50 children to
participate in the camp, but 12,000 children turned up.
It was amazing,” said Nawruz.

The team have started a website called Proud to be an
Afghan (www.proudtobeanafghan.com) They want to
build schools in the villages that their families come
from, and are hoping to sell “Proud to be an Afghan”
cricket jerseys and signed bats, caps, photos and
posters to raise money.

By Leslie Knott
Leslie Knott has lived and worked as a journalist in Afghanistan
since 2004. She most recently produced Out of the Ashes, a

documentary for the BBC that chronicles the Afghan Cricket
team’s efforts to make it to the World Cup.
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It was the steel drums playing the Afghan National
anthem that got me. We had traveled and filmed with
the Afghan team for two years and nothing said “we
have arrived” like hearing the tinny calypso of Milli
Surood echoing across the Beausejour Cricket Ground
in St. Lucia on 1 May.

Cheerleaders in hot pants with their faces painted
and colored feathers gyrating to the hypnotic drums
coaxed the pasty skinned spectators waving Afghan
flags to get involved. The Afghan cricket team was
making history. Afghan cricket commentators perched
in their radio boxes ready to broadcast live to Afghans
on Salam Watander. Most of those listening didn’t
know what a wicket was, and perhaps they still don’t,
but what happened on 1 May 2010 was something all
Afghans could be proud of. Afghanistan’s cricket team
had arrived on the international stage, ready to take on
India in the ICC World Twenty20 tournament.

For most Afghans the rise of the Afghan cricket team
seemed to have appeared out of nhowhere, but for those
in the know, this tournament was a labor of love, hard
work and a fitting end to a journey that has spanned
more than a decade.

The storyline could have come out of a Hollywood
blockbuster: young Afghan refugees who grew up
playing cricket on rocky concrete pitches with no shoes,
using sticks for bats and wound-up cloth for balls, were
finally being given the opportunity to pad up against
their cricketing heroes, and more importantly were
given the chance to show the world that Afghanistan
has more to offer than headlines of war and terror.
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“People of the world think that Afghans are only involved
in war and | think that cricketers show the world we
are not warriors. We are peaceful and we want a good
relationship with the world. | think our cricket players
have acted as ambassadors for the country,” says Raees
Ahmadzai, a middle-order batsman and one of the
senior members of the Afghan team.

Originally from the village of Azra in Logar province,
Raees and his family fled Afghanistan during the Russian
invasion in the 1970s. Part of the nomadic Kuchi tribe,
they settled in Kachagari refugee camp where Raees
was raised, and was first introduced to cricket.

“I can still hear the song that played when Pakistan won
the World Cup in 1992. When we saw the celebrations,
heard the guns being fired, and felt the happiness, we
decided we wanted to learn more about this game,”
remembers Raees.

The first time Raees came to Afghanistan was in
December 2001. He came back for cricket. He had
heard that the Afghanistan team that had been loosely
formed in Kabul was about to travel to Pakistan for
their first international match. Raees wanted to be on
that team.

“At that time, when | crossed the border | was so sad
for the condition that Afghanistan had become. No
facilities, no roads, everyone looked tensed and | was
so sad that Afghanistan had fallen so far behind the rest
of the world,” recalls Raees.

The historic tournament in Pakistan went ahead with 24



sport builds bonds across diverse groups. And all this on
wheels, in the booming cavern of the rink - a million
miles from conference room diplomacy.

More than 300 young people regularly come to Skateistan
for skateboarding and other activities.

Sophie Friedel, a German trainer who joined the
Skateistan team a year ago, says that she sees change
in young people take place over time. At the beginning,
she says, the rich and poor children sit across from each
other and rarely communicate. But within weeks they
start speaking to each other.

“Once, while waiting for class to begin, the richer girls
came and kissed me on the cheek,” she recalls. “When
the poorer girls came, they also kissed each other on
the cheek. This is amazing. | am not sure this will work
all across Kabul, maybe not. It may be different in their
home environments. But, at least, this is where they
can express themselves freely,” she says.

Mukadasa carefully navigates her skateboard between
bright red cones and comes to sit with a group of girls
on one of the ramps. The seventh-grade student began
training here less than two weeks ago and she already
has friends. “l feel happier after coming here. Even
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after | finish class, | want to skate more in the streets,
at home, and at school. | asked my father to buy me
my own skateboard, but he says he doesn’t have the
money,” she says.

Farhanaz began skateboarding last year after her
school teacher enrolled her at Skateistan. Her parents
are supportive. “My family is very happy that | study
and skate here in my spare time. | want to be the best
so that | can support myself and become a trainer like
Sophie and teach other girls,” she explains hurriedly,
before making her way to another ramp.

The girls’ confidence shines. As Friedel noted, they are
starting to voice opinions and ideas.

“l ask them simple, silly things like ‘what do you like
more apples or bananas?’ Just so that they can form
their opinion, likes and dislikes,” she says.

And, truly, at least some of the 315 students of
Skateistan are beginning to do just that. “Would you
talk to us about how you began skateboarding?” we ask
Wabhila, who is resting to catch her breath.

“No,” she says bluntly, and darts off to join the other
girls.

03



Skateboarding:

The new language for young Kabulis

Young Afghans developing access to sports
is helping Afghanistan’s youth and bringing
people together.

A dozen teenage girls stand in the centre of the large
dome-shaped room listening to Wabhilla’s instructions.
Chatter bounces off the cavernous walls of the dome
until they break and scramble to collect skateboards
from a rack, put on helmets and knee pads and surround
their instructor. The girls know the drill, and they
handle their gear so confidently that you can forget for
a moment just how unusual a girls’ skateboarding class
is in Afghanistan.

Thirteen-year-old instructor Wabhilla is younger than
some of her students. She used to sell chewing gum
on the capital’s dusty streets until she met Oliver
Percovich, an Australian researcher who came to Kabul
in 2007 and, while waiting for a job, began teaching
skateboarding to the city’s street children. Wahilla
picked up the sport quickly and practiced for hours
each day in her neighborhood of Macroyan. She now

earns roughly 6,000 Afs (US $150) a month teaching
skateboarding to girls her age.

“Wahilla is a star out here at the rink,” says Percovich,
director of the NGO Skateistan which he co-founded in
2008.

“But in the classroom, where she has also started
taking informal study classes, somebody else is a star
and she’s just a regular student,” he continues. When
they learn from each other, they understand each other
much better than any teacher can.”

Skateboarding is just the start of it. Wahilla and
other girls and boys like her, who have missed out on
schooling, also attend weekly back-to-school classes in
Koran study, Dari and mathematics.

“Sport is an easy entry point for getting into education
and it doesn’t matter if young people are rich or poor
or educated or not, they are participating in the exactly
same way in sport. We hope to build on that and take it
into the classroom,” says Percovich

With 25 team members, most of whom are volunteers,
Percovich sees Skateistan as a place where sport can
give young people practical experience in peace-
building. Bridging divides of ethnicity and social class
and opportunity, sport provides a platform for young
people to come together, to listen to each other, talk,
and learn from each other. Achieving together through



Staffan de Mistura

Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary-General for Afghanistan

Young people are the future of Afghanistan. To take
their place at the forefront in building a peaceful and
prosperous nation, young Afghans need opportunities
to learn, to grow, to get to know each other across the
divides of ethnicity, geography, gender and other social
groups.

Sport is a wonderful way to bring young Afghans
together in this endeavour. Sport gives young people
opportunities to work in teams for a common goal, to
test their patience, their endurance and determination
and build their skills to achieve personal and team
dreams. Sport fosters healthy values such as discipline,
cooperation and commitment

As this edition of Afghan Update highlights, young
Afghans are eager to take up opportunities to enjoy
sport. Whether individual sports like taekwondo and
skateboarding, or team sports like cricket and football,
Afghan girls and boys, young women and men from
across the country play sport every day. With the
pressure and strain faced by so many communities
during this time of unresolved conflict in Afghanistan,
the young Afghans in this edition remind us through
their stories the importance of fun in our lives. In their
laughter, their support for teammates and their respect
for opponents we see the foundations being created for
peace in the new generations of Afghanistan.

This year the International Day of Peace came just one
month after the launch of the International Year of
Youth. The United Nations in Afghanistan is working in
many ways to promote a better life for the young of
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Young sporting Afghans inspire

us all to work for peace

this country. In October, 100 girls and 200 boys spent
three days at a cricket training camp in Jalalabad to
celebrate the International Year of Youth. The theme
of this UNICEF-supported camp was “dialogue and
mutual understanding” - showing how sport encourages
tolerance and acceptance as well as contributing to
the physical, ethical and social development of young
people.

Dialogue and mutual understanding is the theme for
the International Year of Youth - through playing sport
in communities all across the country, young Afghans
are helping to build the foundations for inter-personal
and social harmony. Above all, through sport, young
Afghans are helping to build peace in their country.
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UNAMA Offices
Bamyan

Badghis/Qala-i-Now

Dai Kundi

Faizabad

Gardez

Ghor/Cheghcheran

Herat

Jalalabad

Kabul

Khost

Kunar

Kunduz

Kandahar

Maimana

Mazar-i-Sharif

Nimroz/Zaranj

Main Airport Road, Sir Asyab, Bamyan Centre
079 000 6460 / 0799 297 655

Moaref Street
0799 772 588 / 0799 825 961

Nilli Centre
0796 856 731 -2

0799 822 337 /0797 256 612 / 0797 662 507

Shah-e-Poroje
079 000 6200 / 0799 554 202 - 3

Opposite NSD Office
0797 256 616 - 7- 8

HMAC, next to Pashtoon Pool, Airport Road
079 000 6600 / 0700 041 323

Old Governer Office
0700 041 338 -9

UNAMA Compound B, Peace Avenue
020 210 2300 (ext. 6186)

Khost Project
0799 772 582 /0799 772 583

Asad Abad, Salar Bagh
0796 856 723 - 4

Chai Ferushi Street
079 000 6400 /0799 825 955/ 0700 041 334

Haji Musa Jan House, Near Hindo Chowk, Shar-i-Naw

0700 041 340 /0700 041 335

Maimana Park, Maimana City
0799 822 327

Silo Road, opposite the stadium
0799 822 327-8

2nd Street, Zaranj City, Abu Dawood Sajistani
0799 772580 /0799 772 581

ABOUT UNAMA

The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) is a political mission established by the UN
Security Council in 2002 at the request of the Government
to assist it and the people of Afghanistan in laying the
foundations for sustainable peace and development.
UNAMA works in an integrated way with the agencies,
funds and programmes that make up the UN family in
Afghanistan, which has supported the Afghan people for
65 years.

UNAMA, led by Staffan de Mistura, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan,
supports the Government and people in their efforts to
improve critical areas, including peace and reconciliation,
security, governance and economic development, and
regional cooperation, as well as to support the full
implementation of mutual commitments made on these
issues at the London Conference in January 2010 and the
subsequent Kabul Conference in July 2010. UNAMA and
the UN family also work for the protection and promotion
of human rights, and the equality of women.

For a full read of daily news and feature stories on
UN activities in Afghanistan, Photos of the Day, press
statements and reports, visit the UNAMA website at www.
unama.unmissions.org

UNAMA produces a weekly radio show on a wide range of
topics, including the programmes and activities of the
UN to support the people of Afghanistan. Afghanistan
Today (Afghanistan Emroz) is broadcast on the national
broadcaster RTA (Radio Television Afghanistan) and can
be downloaded in Dari and Pashto from the UNAMA
website.

Zabul /Qalat Main Road
0700 476 437/ 0796 959 131 UNAMA co-produces two regular television shows with the
national broadcaster RTA. CSA: Crime Scene Afghanistan
UN Liaison Offices (Dar Jostejoi Hagayegh) is an award-nominated crime
Islamabad 11th Floor, 61-A Jinnah Avenue, Saudi — Pak Tower and investigation series. MOC: Mirror of the City (Aine
+39 83 124 7380 Shaher) is a bi-weekly current events show that features
Tehran UN Common Premises Building, 39 Shahrzad Boulevard segments on different issues, including the environment,
Darrous, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran rule of law, public health and politics. Mirror of the City
Tel: +98 21 22 860 691 — 4; 22 860 925 - 8 . NS, . .
Fax: +08 21 22 86 9187 serves as the Afghan public television’s flagship public
unama-iran@un.org affairs series. Catch us Thursdays and Mondays on RTA.
Afghan Update is a quarterly publication of the UNAMA
Strategic Communication and Spokespersons Unit,
highlighting the efforts and achievements of the people
of Afghanistan to build their country.
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