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NEED FOR VIOLENCE TO END IN ORDER TO STOP THOUSANDS OF AFGHAN 

CIVILIANS BEING KILLED AND INJURED IN 2021 - UN REPORT 

KABUL, 14 April 2021 - Extraordinary levels of harm inflicted on civilians in the Afghan conflict 

continues unabated, with UNAMA finding that the number of civilians killed and injured during 

the first three months of 2021 to be significantly higher than a year ago.  

Released today, the Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict 2021 First Quarter 

Report documents 1,783 civilian casualties (573 killed and 1,210 injured), a 29 per cent 

increase compared with the same period in 2020. 

Of particular concern is the 37 per cent increase in the number of women killed and injured, 

and a 23 per cent increase in child casualties compared with the first quarter of 2020.  

“The number of Afghan civilians killed and maimed, especially women and children, is deeply 

disturbing. I implore the parties to urgently find a way to stop this violence,” said Deborah 

Lyons, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan.  

The commencement of Afghanistan Peace Negotiations in September 2020 raised hopes for 

an improvement in the situation for civilians. However, in the six months between October 

2020 and March 2021, UNAMA recorded a 38 per cent increase in civilian casualties 

compared with the same period one year earlier. It is worth noting that in February 2020, both 

Afghan government forces and the Taliban agreed to a week’s reduction in violence, which 

immediately and significantly reduced the scale of harm to Afghan civilians, demonstrating 

that political commitment can save Afghan lives. Unfortunately, no additional reductions in 

violence have been agreed to since the start of the Afghanistan Peace Negotiations.  

“Every possible opportunity for peace must be seized. If levels of violence are not immediately 

reduced, thousands of Afghan civilians will continue to be killed and injured by fellow Afghans 

in 2021,” said Lyons, who is also head of UNAMA. 

The overall increase in civilian casualties in the first quarter of 2021 was mainly driven by the 

same trends that caused the increase at the end of last year: ground engagements; improvised 

explosive devices; and targeted killings.  

Anti-Government Elements continued to be responsible for the majority (61 per cent) of all 

civilian casualties in the first three months of 2021, while Pro-Government Forces continued 

to cause approximately one quarter (27 per cent) of the total civilian casualties.  

In the first three months of 2021, UNAMA documented increases in the number of civilian 

casualties as compared to the first quarter of 2020, attributed to both the Afghan National 

Army, and the Taliban, with the Taliban responsible for 43.5 per cent of all civilian casualties, 

and the Afghan National Army responsible for 17 per cent. 
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Read the report here: 

https://unama.unmissions.org/protection-of-civilians-reports 

* * * 

UNAMA supports the Afghan people and government to achieve peace and stability. In accordance with its 
mandate as a political mission, UNAMA backs conflict prevention and resolution, promoting inclusion and social 
cohesion, as well as strengthening regional cooperation. The Mission supports effective governance, promoting 
national ownership and accountable institutions that are built on respect for human rights. UNAMA provides 'good 
offices' and other key services, including diplomatic steps that draw on the organization’s independence, impartiality 
and integrity to prevent disputes from arising, escalating or spreading. The Mission coordinates international 
support for Afghan development and humanitarian priorities. 

Civilian Casualties by Party to the Conflict 
1 January to 31 March 2021 
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